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Land Reform (Scotland) Act 2016 
Part 3 – Information about control of land 
 
We have today laid the proposed draft Land Reform (Scotland) Act 2016 (Register of 
Persons Holding a Controlled Interest in Land) (Scotland) Regulations and an accompanying 
proposed explanatory document.  
 
We are consulting on the proposed draft regulations and proposed explanatory document for 
a statutory 60 day consultation period, excluding Parliamentary recess. We have also 
published a partial Business and Regulatory Impact Assessment and a draft Privacy Impact 
Assesment of the proposed draft Regulations.  
 
As you know, the consultation takes place under an ‘enhanced’ affirmative procedure as set 
out in the 2016 Act, which will run until 8 November 2018. The Government has also 
published on its website a consultation document, to support this statutory consultation.  
 
Today’s laying of the proposed draft regulations is another significant step in the 
implementation of the 2016 Act, and our proposals will greatly increase public transparency 
about individuals who have control over decision-making in relation to land.  
 
The proposed explanatory document sets out our proposals in detail, but in particular I am 
pleased to confirm that there will be no fees for accessing the new Register. This is a key 
element to ensure that the new Register is accessible to all.  We are also consulting on other 
measures we could take to make the new Register as accessible and usable as possible, 
including accessing relevant registers operated by Companies House.  
 
I advised the Committee in correspondence of 31 October 2017 that my officials are liaising 
with their UK Government counterparts in relation to UK proposals for a register of overseas 
entities’ beneficial ownership that will apply to overseas legal enitites who own land in the 
UK.  



 

 
However, in order to provide flexibility in case the UK proposals do not come to fruition and 
to avoid delay, our proposed draft regulations being laid today contain provisions to capture 
information on overseas entities.  
 
The UK Government plan to publish their proposals in a draft Bill later in the summer. When 
they do so we will consider whether we should take account of their proposals by adjusting 
our draft regulations ahead of the final laying. The UK Government has committed to 
introduce primary legislation in the next parliamentary term, with the intention of having their 
register dealing with overseas entities operational in 2021.  
 
If we were to propose any significant changes to our draft regulations, we would plan to 
consult further on these before their final laying. 
 
My officials will continue to liaise with the Committee Clerks to assist in the scheduling of the 
scrutiny of our proposals. 
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